students, we are all—both dentists and patients—in
deep trouble.

Two things could result (and some might say that
they already have):

1. Dental students spend too much money and get an
inadequate education.

2. Dental patients are given limited options when it
comes to choice in their dental care.

Our profession can do better. After all, look at the
information available to us that G.V. Black did not
have, and yet he still focused on some basic skill-
driven talents, cared about the patients’ needs
dentally, and was successful.

Operative Dentistry

Each of us needs to be willing to spend time to
listen to our informed patients. If they lack informa-
tion, then we are obliged to give it to them as
scientifically and clearly as possible. We then need to
look into our own skills tool kit, and where skills are
missing, obtain them. We need to practice and
practice until we can become truly capable and
caring and listening servants to the public.

Preachy? Well, maybe, but we still need to always
ask, “What’s in the best interest of our patient?”

Robert C. Keene, DMD

Staff Letter

Open Letter to All Submitting Authors of Operative Dentistry

Dear Authors,

We are so grateful to each of you for continuing to
provide Operative Dentistry with such outstanding
manuscripts to consider. We have seen a steady
increase each year in the number of manuscripts
that are sent to us for publication consideration. For
example 20 years ago, during the 1992 volume year,
we received 68 manuscripts for consideration, and
printed 33 an acceptance rate of 48%; 10 years ago,
during the 2002 volume year, we received 212
manuscripts—a 311% increase, 93 were printed
putting our acceptance rate at 43%; last year we
received 505—a 238% increase over 2002 and a 742%
increase over 1992, 80 were printed (more pages
than in 2002) for a 15% acceptance rate. As you can
see, we are having to become more and more
selective in the articles we publish, not only that,
but because of the costs of maintaining a manuscript
submission system that can deal with this kind of
traffic, our costs are exponentially increasing as
well. Unfortunately, it has come time that we need to

pass a small portion of these costs on to our
submitting authors. Operative Dentistry is charged
by our submission vendor 25.00USD per manuscript
that goes through our system, whether it is accepted
for publication or not. Beginning with the first
submission of 2013, that cost will now be charged
to our authors to submit a manuscript into our
system. This 25.00USD fee will be required for a
manuscript to be considered in any way. Please
understand that this fee is charged to us by our
vendor, and will be non-refundable. Paying the
submission fee will have no bearing on whether or
not your manuscript will be accepted either for
review, or for publication. We thank you for
understanding the necessity of this step. Should
you have any questions about this new policy, please
contact our offices at editor@jopdent.org.

Sincerely,

Operative Dentistry Office Staff
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